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The doctoral thesis entitled “The Conquest of the Character in the Novels by Réjean Ducharme“ belongs to the category of very few studies dedicated in Romania to this controversial Québec writer. 

The present study aims at analyzing the part played by the child-character (this status is not defined by the biological age) in the fictional evolution of collective consciousness in the universe parallel to the real world, universe which is trying to show sometimes its flaws, other times its splendor. How does the child (as a physiological and psychological entity) dictate the indefeasible laws of the author’s fictional trajectory in the battle for the « conquest » of the world and thus, for the conquest and surrender of himself, seen as a victory over the « sideslip » to the adult kingdom?

The first chapter is about the fact that a possible critical examination or even a mere lecture of Réjean Ducharme’s novels would be impossible without taking into account their very significant context. When we refer to context, we mean the totality of social mutations, of sociological transformations, of politic and linguistic upheavals which took place during the creation of Ducharmean work. Canadian society has offered a great amount of such examples in the last decades, these being in fact the ones that gave the flavour, the profoundness and the amazing originality of Canadian literary works in general, and of Ducharmean works in particular.  
The social aspect constitutes an essential part of the investigation and the critical decomposition of this fictional itinerary. 
The second chapter suggests an analysis of the means by which desire imposes itself as a central theme of Ducharmean fictional universe. The presence within Réjean Ducharme’s work of a represented interlocutor – the reader, the Other – wanted then refused, the importance given to the image of the mother as well as the contempt towards the father figure, all these ask for psychoanalytical interpretations, by means of the desire and the castration theories.  
The poetic transgression of the novel (investigated in the third chapter) refers to the fact that the issue of the characters deprived of their own speech is a result of the attempt to assimilate or even substitute the enunciation; besides the formal disparity, irony and ambiguity question the initial fictitious autobiographical pact; the character- narrator is not the « carrier » of ideological meaning of the text or, simply, of the meaning. The de-centering of the narrative authority is remarkable: the presence of Réjean Ducharme at the periphery of the narration constitutes the most spectacular manifestation of this de-centering.
The multiplicity of literary references, due to various fictional processes (parody, pastiche, allusion, quotation) also contributes to this de-centering of the enunciation source.


The fourth chapter confronts Réjean Ducharme’s work with its prolix intertext: Réjean Ducharme fills the void created by a minimalist diegesis by means of an abundant intertext that supposes multiple knowledge and references, which underlines the important intertextuality of his novels.
Conclusions insist upon the unprecedented role played by the Ducharmean hero within the Canadian literary context modeled by the Quiet Revolution; Réjean Ducharme’s character does not have the responsibility to represent social reality or to modify one narrative form or another, as before, but to challenge the world by its own fictional universe. The subject becomes a sort of autonomous entity and delineates a space situated at the edge of doxa, of any social group.  
